Rise of defibrillation energy requirement under carvedilol therapy.
Carvedilol, a nonselective beta 1-, beta 2-adrenoreceptor blocking agent with alpha 1-adrenoreceptor blocking activity, is often prescribed as an adjunctive pharmacological therapy in patients who received an ICD. Despite the new ICD technology, concomitant antiarrhythmic therapy still represents the most important concern in patients with an ICD. As illustrated by this case, carvedilol may also increase the energy requirement for internal defibrillation.